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ORIAL 


Slander in Brazil 


The two articles by Dr. Bell under the 
above title, which have just appeared in 
this Journal are being reprinted in pamph- 
let form because of the large demand for 
extra copies. 


Order from The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 


10 cents per copy or 
$6.00 per 100 copies postpaid. 


The Reformed Faith 
(Report on the Symposium Held August 15th) 


Due to the strong emphasis being placed on 
the “Ecumenical Church” today there is grave 
danger of a generation arising which knows lit- 
tle and cares less for the great doctrines which 
are a part of the Reformed Faith. 


It has been said that the doctrines of the 
Reformation were “strong meat.” Actually they 
are those elements found in the Word of God 
on which strong faith and godly lives are built 
and we all are wise to learn more of them. 


For two years a symposium on the Reformed 
Faith has been held in the Presbyterian Church 
Weaverville, N. C. in August. Last year a great 
blessing came to those who attended. This year 
those who came had additional reason to thank 
God for our Presbyterian heritage. 


The first address was given by Dr. C. Gregg 
Singer, Vice-President of Belhaven College, Jack- 
son, Miss., and his subject was The Reformed 
Faith and the Contemporary Crists in Educa- 
tion. This address was carried in last week’s 
issue of the Journal and is a long-needed expose’ 
of the shallowness of much present-day educa- 
tion and a ringing challenge to the holders of 
our Reformed Faith to lift up the standards of 
true education, so much a part of our heritage. 
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The second address, by Dr. Gordon H. Clark, 
Professor of Philosophy at Butler University, 
Indianapolis, Ind., was a masterly defense of the 


Reformed Doctrine of Verbal Inspiration. This 


will be printed in the September 12th issue 
of this Journal and is commended as a much 
needed antidote for some of the faith-fragment- 
ing theories of inspiration so popular today. 


Dr. Floyd Hamilton, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church at Centreville, Ala., had as his subject, 
The Reformed Doctrine of Infant Baptism. Dr. 
Hamilton has been described as one of the great- 
est theologians in our church today and we 
look forward to much from his pen in the future. 
His address is printed in this issue. 


The next address was by Dr. G. Aiken ‘Taylor, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Alex- 
andria, La., and was on the subject, The Re- 
formed Doctrine of the Means of Grace. Dr. 
Taylor who wrote his doctor’s thesis at Duke 
University on John Calvin and Christian Edu- 
cation, presented a fresh and challenging view 
of the Bible as God’s divine means of grace. This 


address will appear in an early issue. 


Dr. William C. Robinson, Professor at Co- 
lumbia ‘Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., 
spoke on The Reformed Doctrine of the Bodily 
Resurrection of Christ. In this he clearly 
showed that this is an essential part of the gospel 
massage and of our own Presbyterian doctrines. 
It is an emphasis greatly needed in our day 
when there is so much hazy thinking on this 
all-important truth. | 


In the same vein Dr. Robert F. Gribble, Pro- 


fessor at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary, © 


Austin, Texas, spoke on The Reformed Faith 
as Related to the Virgin Birth Foretold in 
Isaiah 7:14. Again the minds of the hearers 
were brought to bear on a cardinal doctrine of 
the Church. The integrity and authority of 


the Scriptures were magnified and the impor- 


tance of this truth again emphasized. 


The final address of the day (luncheon was 
served the middle of the day), was by Mr. 


George Burnham, famous feature writer for the 
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Chattanooga News-Free Press, on the subject, 


To The Far Corners. In this address Mr. Burn- 
ham who is slated to become News Editor of 
the new international religious journal, Chrvs- 
tianity Today, told of some of his experiences 
on his Far-Eastern tour with Billy Graham in 
January and February. These reports were 
carried in 600 daily newspapers in America, but 


‘hearing some of them by word of mouth carried 


a special blessing to the hearers. 


Subsequent issues of this Journal will carry 
these various addresses and it is our firm con- 


viction that again we have enjoyed a stirring 


reminder of the heritage which is ours. L.N.B 


Your King Will Oppress You 
You Will Cry Out in That Day, 
and the Lord Will Not Hear You 
I Samuel 8.9-18 


This is the solemn protest that the Lord 
directed Samuel to make to ancient Israel for 


its sin in rejecting God Who had delivered them — 


out of the hand of the Egyptians. Because they 
rejected Him Who had delivered them from all 
their oppressors 10.18-19; therefore, when the 
king for which they cry oppresses, God will 
neither hear nor deliver them from the oppres- 
sions of their king. This is the serious judgment 
that their sin has brought upon Israel. 

Professor Wm. J]. Mueller of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary cites with ap- 
proval the interpretation of this story given by 
B. Vyschelavzeff in Der religioese Sinn der 
Macht, thus: 


In the whole Bible, the idea of the sinful- 


ness of power may be traced from -the first 
Book of Kings to the Apocalypse. Samuel 
the prophet in ancient Israel, knew that the 
people might reject God as he instituted an 
earthly king (I Sam. 10.19). Israel was com- 

- mitting a grave evil in imitating other na- 
tions and desiring a king. The _ prophet 
warned the people against the fate that await- 
ed them as they put themselves into the keep- 
ing of an earthly ruler. When they cry to 
God for deliverance from the tyranny of 
kings, God would not hear them. 


If there is an analogy between Israel’s choos- 
ing a king and the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States in choosing women as elders, what 
analogous judgment will this act bring upon 
our 


Cardinal Sadoleto appealed to the people of 
Geneva to return from Protestantism to the 
obedience of the Pope. In the course of his 
argument he insisted that the Holy Spirit guid- 
ed the Roman Church in all her actions and 
worship. In reply John Calvin wrote that the 
Holy Spirit is present where the Word of the ~ 


Lord is, that it is dangerous to boast of the 


Spirit without the Word. “The Church is in- 
deed governed by the Holy Spirit, but in order 
that that government might not be vague or 
unstable, Christ annexed it to the Word.” 
“Those who are of God hear the Word of 
God.” “The Spirit goes before the Church, - 
to enlighten her in understanding the Word, 
while the Word itself is like the Lydian Stone, 
by which she tests all doctrines.” “It is no 
less unreasonable to boast of the Spirit without 
the Word, than it would be absurd to bring 
forward the Word without the Spirit.” “You 
have paid the penalty of that affront which you 
offered to the Holy Spirit, when you separated 
Him from the Word.” ‘The Church is made 
holy to the Lord by the washing with the Word 
of life, people are regenerated unto God by 
that incorruptible seed. “It is the sceptre by 
which the heavenly King rules His people.’’* 


Ought it not to be shown that the Word teaches__ — 


women elders before it is asserted that such 
a step is the leading of the Holy Spirit? W.C.R.— 


*Calvin, Tracts, I. pp. 35-37 


Mrs. Wagner Has Left Us 


The Journal office “family” has recently 
been greatly saddened by the death of one 
of its members, Mrs. Loutse Wagner. Mrs. 
Wagner came to the Journal six years ago, 
and through faithful service has handled 
many thousands of letters in the corresp- 
ence that is continually going out from this 
office. Her buoyant, friendly spirit and 
keen appreciation of the finer things of 
life was a definite contribution -to the 

- morale of the force and did much to 
brighten the routine of the daily round. 
This notwithstanding she was much of the 
time under the handicap of ill health and 
great physical discomfort. 

We shall sorely miss our friend and co- 
worker; but rejoice in the thought that 
she has entered into the “new life’ which 
is free from pain. 
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| The Reformed Doctrine 
of Infant Baptism 


By The Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton 


The question of infant baptism is one that 
concerns every Christian, but particularly Chris- 
tians in the Southland, because we are so sur- 
rounded by those who reject this doctrine. A 
Presbyterian must know what he believes about 
infant baptism or he will find that he is in 
difficulty with fellow Christians, especially the 
young people of the church who are constantly 
thrown together with Baptists and others who 
reject infant baptism. 


One of the principal objections raised against 
infant baptism is that there is no command in 
the Bible to baptize infants. Since infants are 
too young to believe in Christ, the Baptists 
therefore claim that they should not be bap- 
tized. This objection is based on the assump- 
tion that infants are not members of the 
church in the New Testament. 


Now in the Old Testament times there is 
no doubt whatever that the children of Jewish 
believers were considered to be members of 
the Jewish church (see Acts 7:38, Rom. 11:24) 
which was identical with the Jewish nation. 
Infants were considered to be partakers of the 
covenant blessings promised to Abraham and 
Moses. Children had all the rights and _privi- 
leges of the covenant, for “the promise is to 
-you and to your children.” Children born in 
Jewish homes were circumcized and considered 
to be members of the covenant relationship to 
God, and therefore members of the church in 
the Old Testament. 


Now when we come to the New Testament 
period, the New Testament church was simply 
a projection of the Old Testament church, and 
there was no change recorded in the organic 
relationship of the members to the church which 
Paul in Romans 11 calls the root of the olive 
tree. 


The case for infant baptism rests largely upon 
the validity of our claim that the church of 
the New Testament is identical with the church 
of the Old Testament; that it is not a new or- 
ganism started apart from the old. In this pas- 
sage in Romans I], the figure of the olive tree 


represents the church of the Old Testament. 


Paul declares that the Jews, who were the 
natural branches, had been cut off from that 
olive tree by their unbelief, and that the Gen- 
tiles through belief in Christ had been grafted 
onto the root of the old olive tree, contrary to 
nature. It was thus the same olive tree after 
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the grafting in of the alien Gentiles. It was 


the same church in the New Testament as it 
had been in the Old Testament. The root of 
the olive tree bore the branches, the Gentiles, 
who had been grafted in, thus showing that 
the New Testament Christians entered into a 
living organism, a church already in existence. 
In the New Testament times it simply blossomed 
forth with increased foliage. 


Now under such circumstances we would not 
expect that there would be a command to per- 
form infant baptism apart from the general 
command to baptize believers. In the Old Tes- 
tament church the children, infants eight days 
old, were circumcized and were then members 
of the Jewish church. Since the church of the 
New Testament did not regard itself as some- 


thing new, naturally the children would be re- 


garded as members of the church, and when 
baptism became the recognized rite of entry into 
the New Testament church, naturally the in- 
fants would be baptized with adults. Had there 
been a difference in their status from their 
status in Old Testament times, the command 
would have been given not to baptize them. 
Since there is no record of such prohibition, 
it follows that the status of infants was the 


same as in the Old Testament and that means . 


that they would be regarded as members of the 
church, and therefore baptized, even as they had 
been circumcized. 


We must remember that at the first there 
was no abrupt break with the law of Moses 
and the temple worship. ‘Day by day, con- 
tinuing steadfastly with one accord in the tem- 
ple,” (Acts 2:46) the Christians joined with 
other Tews in the temple worship. Naturally 
the children of believers would be circumcized, 
just as were the children of unbelieving Jews, 
since they were considered to be members of 
the covenant, and just as naturally, when the 


parents were baptized, as in the case of the- 


household of Cornelius, the infant children 
would be baptized with the adults. With our 
non-Jewish background, it is hard for us to 
realize the psychology of the early Jewish con- 
verts. We must remember that every male Jew 
had been circumcized on the eighth day, and 
that all Jewish children were without question 
members of the covenant relationship with God. 
Only when the parents showed unbelief by 
not circumcizing the boys were these children 
considered outside the visible church. 
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and keep the ceremonial law? 


With such a background the children» 


of Christian believers at first would have been 
circumcized and would have been regarded as 
members of the Christian church just as they 
had been of the Jewish church. As soon as 
the rite of baptism began to be recognized as 


_ the sign of church membership and of belong- 


ing to Christ, just that moment parents would 
want their children to be baptized as a sign 
that they were children of believers. Up to the 
time of Paul’s arrest in Jerusalem there is every 
reason to believe that the Jewish Christians con- 
tinued to keep the law, including circumcision, 
though they reluctantly recognized that the 
Gentiles did not need to be circumcized. If 
their children were circumcized, of course they 
were considered members of the Christian 
church, and as baptism was recognized as an 
additional ceremony to mark off Jewish Chris- 
tians as Christians, just as naturally the mark 
would have been bestowed on the children of 
Christian families. 


Now if God had intended that the children 
were not to be considered to be members of 
the Christian church, it would have taken a 
very clear command of God himself to the 
Jewish Christians to keep the children out. At 
the very least we would expect that there would 


have been a record of a conference on the sub- 


ject as there was over the matter of requiring 
the Gentiles who became Christians to be cir- 
cumcized. Just as it took a miracle of the be- 
stowing of the gifts of the Holy Spirit upon 
the family of Cornelius to convince the Jews 
that the Gentiles who became Christians should 
not be required to be circumcized, so it would 
have taken a miracle to convince them that 
their Jewish children who had been circum- 
cized, were not members of the Christian 
church, and therefore that they should not be 
baptized. Since there seems to have been no 
such controversy or command against the bap- 
tism of infants, they would naturally have been 
baptized. 


If the arguments of the Baptists that only 
those old enough to believe in Christ were 
members of the New Testament Church were 
valid, it would be such a reversal of Old Testa- 
ment custom and such an innovation that the 
Jewish Christians inevitably would have pro- 
tested against the innovation. As Dabney says 
(Page 787): ‘The sacred narrative in Acts 
15 approaches so near the topic of this inno- 
vation, that it is simply incredible an allusion 
to it should have been avoided, had the revo- 
lution been attempted. 


“The question which agitated the whole Chris- 
tian community to its core was: shall Gentile 
converts, entering the Church under the new 
dispensation, be required to be circumcized, 
The very argu- 
ments by which this question was debated are 
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given. Now, how inevitable would it have been, 
had the change in membership been made, 
which. the Immersionist supposes, to say: 
‘Whether you circumcize adult Gentile con- 
verts or not; you cannot circumcize their chil- 
dren; because Jewish children and Gentile, are 
no longer admitted with their parents.’ But 
there is no whisper of this point raised. I can- 
not believe that the innovation had been at- 
tempted.” 


“When a society undergoes important modi- 
fications, its substantial identity yet remaining, 
the fair presumption is, that all those things 
are intended to remain unchanged, about the 
change of which nothing is said Infant 
membership was esteemed by the Jews a privi- 
lege . . . Consider this in the light of the 
Apostle’s language: eg. in Rom. 11:20; Acts 
3:23. In these and similar passages, the Jews 
are warned that unbelief in Christ, the great 
closing Prophet of the line will be 
accompanied with the loss of their church mem- 
bership. According to the Immersionists, the 
meaning of this warning would be: ‘Oh, Jew; 
if you believe not on Jesus Christ, you (and your 
children) forfeit your much valued visible 
Church membership. But if you believe on Him, 
then your innocent children shall be punished 
for your obedience, by losing their privileges!’ ” 
(Page 786, in Syllabus and Notes) . 


Not only was there no prohibition of infant 
baptism recorded in the history of the New 
Testament church, but we have specified ex- 
amples of family baptism, in the case of the 
family of Cornelius, the family of Stephanus, 
and the family of the Philippian jailor. Of 
course we cannot prove that there were infants 
in those families, but knowing the customs and 
marital conditions of that age, with children 
and their wives and grandchildren all living 
under one roof as a single family unit, it is 
highly probable that there were infants in at 
least some of those families, and if so, they 
would have been included among the members 
of the family who were baptized. As long as 
there were Jewish Christians, their infants 
would naturally have been circumcized, since 
they were members of the Jewish church, and 
just as naturally, since the parents were bap- 
tized Christians, they would want their infants 
baptized also as a sign that they were children 
of Christian parents. 


In the Old Testament period, the blessings 
of. the covenant were promised to believers and 
their children. That included the sign of the 
covenant, circumcision. In the New Testament 
church, since Peter in his Pentacostal sermon 
said that, “the promise is to you and to your 
children and to all that are afar off, as many 
as the Lord our God shall call unto him,” 
(Acts 2:39), it inescapably follows that the 
New Testament sign of the covenant, baptis 
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was bestowed on the children, infants as well 
as older children. 


The International Standard Bible Encyclo- 
pedia has a very pertinent comment on this 
point: 4 


“In the old patriarchal days each family was 
complete within itself, the oldest living sire 
being the unquestioned head of the whole, 
possessed of almost arbitrary powers, house and 
household were almost synonymous. God had 
called Abraham that he might command his 
children and his household after him. (Gen. 
18:19). The passover lamb was to be eaten 
by the household. The households of the rebels 
in the camp of Israel shared their doom. David's 
household shares his humiliation. (II Sam. 
15:16.) The children, everywhere in the Old 
Testament, are the bearers of the sins of their 
fathers. Life is not a conglomerate of indi- 
viduals; the family is its center and unit.” 


Now as we consider the covenant itself, the 
New Testament covenant is certainly the ex- 
tension of the privileges and blessings of the 
Old Testament covenant. As years went by, the 
blessings of the covenant were amplified and 
explained in more detail in the Old Testament, 
with various items added to it, but the covenant 
itself continued to be the same covenant, though 
enriched as the years went by. Now when we 
come to the New Testament, are we going to 
glaim that our present covenant with God is 
any less rich in privileges and blessings than 
the Old Testament covenant? Is anyone going 
to claim that the privileges which were inherent 
in the Old Testament covenant were not in- 
cluded in the New Testament covenant? If we 
say that the New Testament covenant simply 
added to and amplified the privileges which 
were inherent in the Old Testament covenant, 
certainly we must say that nothing that was 
genuine of blessing and privilege would have 
been taken away in the New Testament cove- 
nant. The ceremonial law, it is true, was ful- 
filled in Christ, so that we do not need to 
fulfill it today, but the moral law is still our 
rule of life, and the blessings of the covenant, 
including membership in the body of Christ, 
the church, were not abrogated. 


That means, therefore, that in the New Tes- 
tament dispensation the infants. of believers 
would have at least as many privileges and bless- 
ings as they had in the Old Testament church. 
In the Old Testament there is no question but 
that infants of believers were included in the 
visible church. ‘They were given the sign of 
the covenant, circumcision. The promise was 
“to you and to your children.” In the New 
Testament, therefore, we can expect that the 
infants of believers will have at least these 
same blessings and privileges. They will cer- 
tainly belong to the visible church as they did 
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in Old Testament times. In the Old Testament 
times if an infant died in infancy the parents 
would certainly believe it was saved. David 
simply assumed that his child by Bathsheba was 
in heaven and that he would go to him. Of 
course we recognize that not all infants who 
grow up to adulthood are saved, but that pos- 
sibility did not prevent them from being cir- 
cumcized, and should not prevent us from bap- 
tizing the children of believers. 
the sign of claiming the covenant relationship 
for the child by the parents, who take upon 
themselves the pledge to bring up the child in 
the fear and admonition of the Lord. 


We cannot emphasize too strongly the 
thought that if infants were to be excluded in 
the New Testament from the church and from 
baptism, it would be a complete reversal of 
all that was included in the Old ‘Testament 
covenant relationship. Then, infants who were 
not old enough to believe in God and his prom- 
ises were nevertheless circumcized and regarded 
as members of the covenant church. 
intended that in New Testament times this was 
to be reversed, it would have taken a definite 
command by God to effect such'a change. No 
such command 1s recorded. 


\But what were the principal blessings of the 
Abrahamic covenant? First, it was the knowl- 
edge that they belonged to God. “I will be 


‘your God and ye shall be my people.” 


The Hebrew father recognized that his whole 


family belonged to God, and as the sign and 


pledge that he accepted this covenant relation- 
ship to God, he circumcized his children. 


Second, circumcision was the sign of the re- 
moval of the total depravity and corruption 
into which the child was born. ‘That does not 
mean that the parents were sinful in bringing 
the child into the world, but that unless God's 
power removed the curse of original sin 
through regeneration, the child was dead in 
sin. Circumcision was the symbol of the re- 
moval of this curse. 


In the third place, circumcision was the sign 
and seal of the righteousness by faith which 
they had through believing in God and his 
covenant promises. . Abraham believed God’s 
promises and it was reckoned unto him for 
righteousness. Circumcision was then given as 
the seal of that faith which he already had. 


Now these same three notions we find em- 
phasized in the New Testament, and symbolized 
in baptism: union to God by faith, the removal 
of the curse of total depravity by regeneration, 
and justification by faith in the atoning work 
of Christ. The Christian is united to Christ 
through faith, cleansed from the curse of sin 
and defilement through the new birth, and de- 
clared righteous, not because of what he is or 
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has done but simply because of the righteous- 
ness of Christ imputed to him and received 
through faith alone. Notice that these three 
notions are practically identical with the bless- 
ings of the covenant in the Old Testament. Since 
these blessings of the covenant were claimed by 
the parent in the rite of circumcision, should 
not the New Testament parent have the right 
to claim the same blessings and the’ sign of 
the covenant, baptism, for his infant as_ well 
as for himself? : 


The position of the Baptists, who claim that 
baptism should be given only to believers, not 
to their infants, if followed to the logical con- 
clusion would mean that their infants are not 


in the covenant relationship to God, so that 


the promises to “you and to your children” 
do not apply to their children until they reach 


the age of accountability. 


If that is so, it would logically mean that if 
their infants died in infancy, they would not 
be saved—a horrible conclusion. If salvation 
is only possible through active belief in Christ, 
it would seem to follow that infants who can- 
not intelligently believe would be lost. 


Of cofirse the Baptists do not recognize the 
logic of their position, and therefore have a 
rite, the rite of dedication of the infants to 


the Lord, though there is no more a Scriptural 


command for such dedication than there is ac- 
cording to their claim for the baptism of infants. 
But if they are claiming the blessings of the 
covenant for their children in this right of dedi- 
cation, why not baptize them, for baptism is 
the very symbol of claiming those blessings 
for the children? As circumcision was the rite 
and symbol of entrance into the Old Testament 
church, so baptism is the symbol of entrance 
into the New Testament church, and in both 
instances should be given to infants. 


As we have said, parents in the Old Testament 
period who refused to give the rite of circum- 
cision to the children, thereby cut them off 
from the blessings of the covenant. If believ- 
ing parents today do not give this sign of bap- 
tism, the symbol of entrance into the church, 
to their infants, are they not in reality cutting 
them off from the covenant relationship to 
God? 


Now l!et it not be claimed that since only 
males were circumcised by the Jews, and since 
baptism is given to females as well, the rites 
do not have a similar meaning. We must not 
forget that the males were the representatives 
of the females in the family, in the Old Testa- 
ment. We do not know why God saw fit to 
make females go through the rite of baptism 
in order to be included in the Christian church. 
Logically it would seem that males could rep- 
resent them as in Old Testament times. But 
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whatever the reason, females must now undergo 
baptism. Since adult females are to be baptized, 
infant females are likewise to be baptized. 


But what is the real ground for the bestowal 
of infant baptism? Do we baptize children be- 
cause we believe they are saved and regenerated? 
Well, we certainly hope they are regeneratd or 
will be later, and we would not bestow the sign 
of baptism on them if they did not have at 
least one parent who was a believer. However, 
as Professor John Murray points out, the real 
ground for baptism is in the fact that the parent 
claims the covenant relationship for his child, 
and claims that it is a member of the visible 
church. 


In the Old Testament in some cases the sign 


of citcumcision was given to those who appar- 


ently were not saved, as in the case of Ishmael 
and Esau, though they were included in the 
visible church, and were therefore given the sign 
of circumscision. In the same way, in the pres- 
ent dispensation, the real reason we _ baptize 
our infants is that we claim them to be members 
of the visible church, and heirs of the covenant. 


Now it is perfectly true that the blessings of 
the covenant can only come to those children 


whose parents are faithful to their pledges to 


bring them up in the fear and admonition of 
the Lord. I want to emphasize this point par- 
ticularly. Many parents feel that if they bap- 
tize their children, that is what will secure their 
salvation, and in too many families, from that 
time on, they just ignore their pledges to bring 
them up in the fear and admonition of the 
Lord. We must remember that the blessings 
of the covenant come through the training of 
those children in the fear and admonition of the 
Lord. Those blessings cannot be expected to 
come apart from such training by the parents. 


If the parents fail in that respect, then the 
children will not automatically receive the bless- 
ings of the covenant simply because they are 
members of the visible church. But if the par- 
ents are faithful to their covenant pledges, then 
the children will be taught to believe in Jesus 
Christ and the Triune God, taught to trust 
Christ as Saviour and Lord, taught to pray, to 
read the Bible and to be faithful in church at- 
tendance, and taught to accept and follow the 
system of Christian ethics taught in the Bible. 
In other words, they will be taught to be true 
Christians. When the proper time comes they 
will ratify for themselves the vows made in 
their behalf by their parents at the time of 
baptism. 


When we baptize infants, therefore, we are 
obeying the command of Christ to preach the 
gospel to every creature, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. We believe the infants of believers 
were included in that command, though Christ 
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did not specifically mention them then. Since 
he did not forbid the baptism of infants, and 
since infants had been previously in the church 
and had been given the sign of such member- 
ship in the Old Testament, we believe they 
should be given the sign of such membership, 
l.e., baptism, today. 


Let us now consider some of the New Testa- 
ment passages which imply that infants are in 
the church of God in this dispensation. The 
first passage is in the Synoptic Gospels, in Matt. 
18:16, 19:13-14; Mark 9:36-37; Luke 18:15-17. 
“Suffer the little children to come unto me 
and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.” In the Luke passage the word 
used is BREPHE, little infants. In the Mat- 
thew passage it says they were “brought.” 


This indicates that someone probably carried 
or led them to Jesus as too small to go to 
Jesus by themselves. Jesus said, “Of such is 
the kingdom of God.”’ He was not speaking of 
the childlike characteristics necessary to entrance 
into the kingdom of God, but speaking of the 
specific infants he had taken into his arms. The 
disciples were trying to prevent them from being 
brought to Jesus, regarding it as a waste of 
time since they could not intelligently believe 
in Jesus. Jesus was indignant, and told the 
disciples to let them come to him, for “of 
such is the kingdom of God.” 


Now while we admit that this does not give 
us any certain warrant for baptizing infants, 
it does teach that children as well as adults 
were among Christ’s people. It teaches that in- 
fants, as well as older children and adults were 
in the kingdom of God, and therefore that they 


were already or would become regenerated. It 


implied that little infants were in the visible 


church. If that was so, why should anyone for- 
bid them the sign of such membership, baptism?. 


In I Cor. 7:14, Paul tells the Corinthian 
Christians that believing wives and husbands 
sanctified their unbelieving spouses, “else were 


. your children unclean, but now they are holy.” 


Paul does not argue the point that children 
were in the visible church, but just assumes that 
since one parent was Christian, their children 
were also “holy,” i.e., belonging to God. If 
so is it not probable that they were baptized? 


The most important passage is Acts 2:38-39. 
“And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For to you is the promise, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God shall call unto Him.” 


Certainly this implies that their children and 
all others who were called by God, were to be 
baptized just as they were to be baptized.  In- 
fants, as well as adults, who were called of God, 
were to be given the sign of the covenant. 


Now this means that infants should be bap- 
tized. ‘They are part of the church. The 
church was the same in the Old Testament as 
it is in the New Testament. And because it 
is the same, and because the covenant of re- 
demption is the same, through Jesus Christ and 
him alone, just as in the Old Testament the in- 
fants were circumcized, so now, the children 
of believers should be baptized. 


The Silence of Communion 


By David Eugene Rule 
Esperance, New York 


People often wonder what to do during the 
Communion service. There is so much silence. 
While the ritual may differ slightly in many 
of our Presbyterian churches, there are certain 
principles which may be observed in almost 
every service. 


One’s advance preparation is of great im- 
portance in his approach to the Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper. The Preparatory Service, 
once the usual, is now the unusual in Presby- 
terian churches. It served a useful purpose 
in preparing the soul for fellowship at the Lord’s 
table. With its gradual disappearance the need 
is becoming apparent for a personal preparation 
in the home. The observance of the Sacrament 
is announced in advance, thus providing one 
with an opportunity for such planning. As the 
day of observance nears, each person should, 
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through family or private devotions, examine 
his soul and seek a proper spirit for the service. 
This experience is reinforced in most of our 
churches by there being a time for general con- 


fession of sins during the service itself. All of 


these experiences help to make the silence of 
Communion more meaningful. 


Regardless of the method of partaking of the 
elements—each person as he receives them or 
everyone at the same moment—the act is fol- 
lowed by silence, broken in some churches only 
by quiet organ music. Since there are two ele- 
ments, there are two periods of silence. It is 
this silence which so many persons wonder how 
to utilize. 


When the bread is distributed, the minister 
says words to this effect: “This is the body of 
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Christ, which is broken for you.” Here a hint 
is given concerning what to do after partaking 
of the bread. One is to remember the sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ for him individually. He is to 
thank God for the salvation which he himself 
possesses in Christ. He is to dedicate himself 


to the service of Jesus Christ. If he has already 
done that, he is to remember his dedication and 


to ask God to make it mean even more to him. 
He is to pray for the development of his own 
spiritual life. He is to pray for his own spiritual, 
physical, and material needs. In other words, 
during this period one is to center his attention 
in prayer on himself and his own needs and 


desires. 
One cannot pray for others until he himself 


is right with God. So, during this time one. 


should seek God’s help for himself. This is 
not a time of confession and asking of forgive- 
ness. That came earlier in the service and in 
one’s advance preparation. Therefore, confession 
is finished. This period of prayer and medita- 
tion after one has eaten the bread is to be a 
time of soul-searching and of dedication, a time 
of praying for those things which are near and 
dear to him. When one has finished praying, 
he may do one of three things: (1) He may 
keep his head bowed and meditate upon the 
meaning of the Communion service. (2) He 
may lift his head and read a hymn to himself, 


seeking to discover its message for him. (3) 


He may raise his head but continue to meditate 
upon the things of God. 

When the wine (that is, the fruit of the vine) 
is served, the minister calls to mind the words 
of Jesus: “This is My blood of the new testa- 
ment, which is shed for many for the remission 
of sins.”” (Matthew 26:28, KJV). One remem- 
bers at this time the death of Christ for the 
sins of the world. After one has drunk of the 
wine, he should bow his head and pray for 
others. He should thank God that Jesus died 
to provide salvation for anyone who believes. 
He should express his gratitude for the fellow- 
ship of Christians. He should thank God that 
many have entered into personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ. | 

Then he should pray for the needs of others. 
He should pray for other Christians, asking God 
to help them, to encourage them, to supply 
their needs. He should pray for those who are 
not Christians—in his community, in the world 
—asking God to send them the message of life 
and to help them to receive it. 


He may pray for missionaries of the Church 
—by name, if he knows of some. He may pray 
for the missionary work being carried on in 
various countries, using the name of the country 
to make his praying more direct and specific. 

He may pray for his friends and his family. 
He should pray for his own church. In short, 
during this period one ought to remember others 
before God. After his prayer, he may meditate 
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upon the meaning of Jesus’ death, the love of 
God, the love which God desires him to have 
towards others, the blessings of the Christian 
life. 


This, is how one may spend the silence of 
Communion: Remembering Jesus Christ—His 
body broken for him and His blood shed for 
all. He prays for himself and then for others. 
Thereupon, silently, he joins in prayer with 
his minister who audibly thanks God for this 
Sacrament. 


Above all, one should remember that this is 
a very personal moment. In many ways it is 
our most intimate fellowship with the Lord. 
This’ is His table. We are His guests. He is 
the Host. We come, not because we are Pres- 
byterians or members of some other denomina- 
tion, but because we are Christians. We are 
welcomed, not because we are members of the 
church, but because we belong to Jesus Christ 
by right of redemption. Let us be sure in our 
hearts that we are welcomed as His redeemed 
ones. Let us be sure of our relation with Christ 
when we come. Let us be sure that we have 
confessed our sins, repented of our wrong-doing, 


believed in Jesus Christ, and that we are en- 


deavoring in His strength to live a consistent 
Christian life. Then let us approach His table, 
for then are we welcomed. And then we shall 
find the greatest blessing and the deepest mean- 
ing in the silence of Communion. 
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ANGLERS 


By WADE C. SMITH 
Lesson No. 154 


PROGRAM FOR THE CONGREGATION 
IN PERSONAL EVANGELISM 


“Responsibility for working out the program 
for the whole work of the church belongs to 
the minister. When he is clear in his own mind 
what the church should undertake, he should 
write it out in every detail. He and his elders 
should review the plan with utmost care, and 
after agreement is reached, call into conference 
with the session all the boards and organizations 
of the church. They too should study the plan 
with the session and come into agreement at 
every point. 


“With this backing the minister and session 
are ready to bring the congregation into full 
conference — repeated conferences if necessary 
— until all the people understand the purpose 
of the pastor and session, and are ready for a 
congregational vote pledging full co-operation.” 
(From report of a Committee on Evangelism 
in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.) 


Dr. Charles F. Beach says, “Ministers must 
no longer be mere preachers, in the sense of 
preparing and delivering sermons from the pul- 
pit. They must educate their people for the 
work of Christ, and become their leaders and 
guides in their efforts to win the unconverted. 
And the laity must learn to take up the message 
of the sacred desk and convey it to the families 
and individuals who are either standing aloof 
from the ministrations of the sanctuary or are 


living beyond the sphere of its influence. It is 


only in this manner that the mass of the unre- 
generate will ever be brought to Christ.” 


Thus when through a vision of the need, the 
power and the method, the pastor by his mes- 
sages from the pulpit, and the orderly process 
through various departments of the church, 
arouses his congregation to a sense of privilege 
and responsibility in this matter, he is ready to 
proceed with group organization as described 
in lessons 149 to 152. 


The Places for Prayer. A Committee on Evan- 
gelism has made these suggestions about prayer. 
“Prayer for an Evangelistic campaign ought to 
be offered in Christian homes that the people 
may -know the spirit and plan of the church, 
and be prepared to take their places. 


“Prayer ought to be carried on by groups, — 


perhaps under the leadership of the four main 
groups in the church, i.e.: men, women, Sunday 
school and young people. 
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‘of this world (vv.15-17). 


“Prayer should be offered in neighborhood 
meetings, in the homes of members. There is 
something peculiarly sacred in such a neighbor- 
hood prayer association. 

“Prayer for a spiritual awakening, very definite 
and importunate prayer, should be magnified 
in all the church services. 


“Individuals should be led to give more time 


to prayer in the secret place, where God meets | 


his children, and builds His life into them. 
It is here that the Holy Spirit falls upon the 
solitary man of prayer with a new and irresistible 
impact, clears away the things which have 
dimmed his vision, weakened his faith and de- 


 stroyed his power to be a true Christian. All 


other prayer plans have additional power when 
men and women thus pray alone.” 


(Next Lesson — A program for Study Classes 
in Evangelism) 


Helps To Understanding 
-Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, September 9, I John 2:3-14. To walk 
in close fellowship with God involves a complete 
committment of ourselves to Him. We must keep 
His commandments (vv.3-5), especially that of 
loving our neighbor (vv.7-11). 
with God involves overcoming temptation (v.14) 
and having His Word abide in our lives (v.14). 
It means loving Christ more than the allurements 
Above all it involves 
allowing Christ Himself to dwell wholly and 
completely in our lives (vv.6-10). Thus to abide 
in Christ means to have a character that is a like- 
ness of that of Christ Himself (v.6). Are you 
willing to commit your life completely to Christ 
for this day, to walk in complete fellowship with 
him, loving Him more than anything else? 


Monday, September 10, Deuteronomy 6:20-25. 


There was purpose in the ordinances and cere- 


monies that the Old Testament Jew was taught 
to perform. What effect must they have had 
on a child growing up in a Jewish home (v.20) ? 
What facts about the Lord’s relationship to His 
people would the child have learned through them 
(vv.21-25)? 
ing was to be conducted primarily in the home 
(vv.6-9). How important were the lessons the 
child learned in his home to his future welfare 
(vv.24-25) ? To what extent does one’s personal 
well-being depend upon his relation with God 
(vv.24-25)? Do you feel that your home should 


be the primary instrument of Christian education - 


in the life of your child? 


Tuesday, September 11, I Samuel 1:28-28;: 
2:18-19. The Levitical priesthood had fallen into 
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corruption (2:22-25) and the word of the Lord 
was seldom spoken in Israel (3:1). Through a de- 
vout mother, full of faith (1:11) and gratitude 
(1:26-28), the Lord began to use new means of 
speaking to His people (2:35-36). Look in 1:9-28, 
2:18-19 for different aspects of Hannah’s life that 
contributed to the development of Samuel’s spiritual 
life. Was her religious zeal simply a momentary 
experience? Was she faithful in her religious vows? 


What place did prayer have in her life? What. 


fruit of her labor was eventually to result in 
Samuel’s life (3:19-21)? Is there someone under 
vour influence whom God could use if you were 
faithful in your Christian responsibilities toward 
him 

W ednesday, September 12, Daniel 1:3-15. From 
time to time God gives His servants unique oppor- 
tunities to witness for Him. What was Daniel’s 
opportunity (11. 1-6)? With the opportunity to 
witness often comes some temptation that must be 
overcome. What was the nature of Daniel’s temp- 
tation (vv. 8-15)? If in the company of high 
dignitaries, would you put obedience to Christ 
above conformity to the conduct of men? How 
did God use Daniel in a unique way to serve Him 
(v. 17-21)? Is a yielding to temptation one reason 
God is not using you more as a witness to Him? 


Thursday, September 13, I Corinthians 12:27--- 
13:1. Paul teaches some of his deepest truths 4s 
he endeavors to cope with the most distressing 
situations. This is the only letter in which Paul 
deals with the subjects of the unknown tongues, 
gifts of healing, and the working of miracles. It 
is the Corinthian Church that is the most divided 
and the deepest in sin. In meeting the situation 
Paul did not minimize the importance of those 
things with which the Corinthians were concerned 
(12:27-31). In fact, the whole of chapter 14 its 
devoted to untangling some of the specific prob- 
lems of the church. However, notice the approach 
Paul uses in presenting the real need of this con- 


-gregation (12:31b). How does he show the com- 


parative emptiness of those things with which the 
Corinthian Christians were primarily concerned 
(13:1-3) 2? How is love superior (13:8-9)? Are 
vou concerned more with your place and position 
in the church than you are with the harmony of 


the church as a whole? 


Friday, September 14, I Corinthians 28:2-10. 
Have you ever longed to do some particular work 
for the Lord, and then discovered that He did not 
want you to do that particular task for Him? This 


was David's disappointment (vv. 2-3). Notice the. 


two-fold way in which David met the frustration 
of his plans (vv. 4-10): (a) He thought upon 
those things which God had enabled him to do 
(vv. 4-5) and (b) he then did all he could to 
aid and encourage the man God had chosen for 
the coveted task (vv. 9-10ff). It is important that 
we do not aim our plans above the plans God has 
for us (vv. 2-3), and equally important that we 
accept and carry out God’s plans for others as 
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well as for ourselves with all our hearts (v.9). 
Are you carrying out God’s plans for your service 
to Him in the spirit of v.9? | 


Saturday, September 15, Joshua 14:6-12. God 


had made a promise to Caleb forty-five years before 


the events of today’s passage (Deuteronomy 1 :36, 
Joshua 14:7-10). Today’s passage sees that prom- 
ise fulfilled (vv.13-14). God has made many 


- promises to us as Christians (promises of guidance 


Prov. 3:5-6, of victory over temptation I Cor. 
10:13, of power in service Acts 1:8, etc.) but for 
many Christians these promises are never ful- 
filled. Observe the secrets of Caleb’s success in 
his walk with God: What was the outstanding 
characteristic of his life (vv.8,9,14; Deut. 1:36; 
Numbers 14:24)? How enduring was his faith 
(vv.7-10) ? How practical was his willingness to 
do his part in claiming the promise (vv.11-15) ? 
What lesson is there here for your spiritual life? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 9 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER © 


4 


The Source Of Human Confucts 


Background Scripture: Luke 22:31-34; 54-62; James 3 and 4 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 34:13-22 


Our tongues; our troubles; good and evil; these are the matters which concern the psalmist in 
verses we have for our Devotional Reading. David’s tongue was often at fault. The “Sweet Singer 
of Israel,” whose lips spoke such wonderful poetry and sang such beautiful psalms, could be a 
_ source of evil. He had to pray, Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips. 

The same fountain sent forth both salt water and fresh, both sweet water and bitter. This ought 


not so to be. How is it in your life and mine? 
Then, troubles, trials and affliction were the 
common experiences of David’s life. His enemies 
were many, and cruel. His own heart was a 
strange mixture of good and bad. The “man 
after God’s own heart” was guilty of adultery 
and murder. His good and evil natures were 
in conflict. His soul was a battlefield. 


In our lesson today we are studying about 
the “Holy War,” as John Bunyan so aptly and 
vividly describes it. Mansoul is an armed camp. 
All the forces of hell are combined for its over- 
throw. The Lord is on our side, and we can 
gain the victory in His Name and by His power. 
Paul describes this conflict in Ephesians 6:10-18, 
and also in Romans 7:7-25, and closes the chap- 
ter with a question and answer: Who shall de- 
liver me from the body of this death? I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


I. The Conflict in Peter’s Soul: Luke 22:31-34 
and 54-62. 3 


Peter, like David, was very weak and human. 


Before Simon, the man of sand, could be trans- 
formed into Peter, the rock, there was a con- 
flict, and he had to be changed by the power 
of God. The struggle is seen as it comes to a 
climax in the verses above. May we get some 
helpful lessons from his bitter experience! 


The first act is seen in the upper room where 
the Lord’s Supper has just been instituted. ‘The 
strife among the disciples as to which one of 
them would be the greatest in the kingdom, had 
again manifested itself, and Jesus had spoken 
His words of warning and promised that they 
should eat and drink in His Kingdom and sit 
on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 


He turns to Peter with a special word of 
warning: Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath de- 
sired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat. 
But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not: and when thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethren. Peter is confident - over-confident 
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- —in his ability, and replies, Lord, I am ready 
to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. 
Jesus warns him, I tell thee, Peter, the cock 
shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt 
thrice deny that thou knowest me. The sequel 
is found in verses 54-62, ending in these sad 
words, “And Peter went out and wept bitterly.” 
What can we learn from the bitter tears of 
Peter. How can men like Peter and David, who 
love God, fall so low? These experiences are 
written for our good. If such men could sin 
so grievously then each of us would do well to 
take heed to the warning words of Paul, Let 
him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 
he fall, Or the words of Jesus, The spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak. Then, on the 
other side of the picture; if they could ‘be for- 
given, restored, and used so greatly, we need 
not despair, even though we fall. How much 
better it would be, however, if we did not fall, 
but were kept by the power and grace of God! 
John B. Gough, whose record was his shame, 
expressed his feelings in a most telling way, 
when, with the tears rolling down his cheeks, 
he said, “Young men, keep your record clean!” 
What would David and Peter have given if they 
had kept their record clean? 

Now for some additional lessons. Beware of 
boasting about, or in, our own strength, of feel- 
ing that we are able to keep ourselves from 
falling. Paul said, I have no confidence in the 


flesh, and by “flesh”? he meant his old human 


nature. Sin has so weakened us that we are no 
match for our adversary, the devil, when he 
starts his “sifting’’ of our souls. Satan desired 
Peter, and he almost succeeded in getting him. 
Only the prayers of his Master saved him. Satan 
wants you and me; especially if we are leaders 


fe the church. Every now and then he “sifts’’ 


someone who has been very prominent in the 
Lord’s work, and causes the enemies of Christ 


to blaspheme. There was a case very recently _ 


in the newspapers. If Peter had been less boast- 
ful; if he had showed more humility; if he had 
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leaned heavily on the strength of his Master, the 
story would have had a happier ending. How 
grateful we should be for the words of Jesus, 
“I have prayed for thee.” Peter is not the only 


one for whom our Great Advocate is praying; . 


He ever lives to make intercession for us. How 
true are the words of this beautiful hymn: 


“I could not do without Thee, 
I cannot stand alone, 
I have no strength or goodness, 
No wisdom of my own: 
But Thou, beloved Saviour, 
Art all in all to me, 3 
And weakness will be power, 
If leaning hard on Thee.” 


_ Let us learn to lean — to lean hard — upon 


the One Who conquered Sin and Satan! 


‘May we learn another lesson; No matter how 
awful our sin and fall may be, let us not give 
up in despair. I am afraid I know of cases 
where this has taken place. If we repent as 
Besos as David and Peter, the Loving 


Saviour will not only forgive us, but restore 


the joy of our salvation and enable us to teach 
sinners the way they can be saved. The bird 
with the broken pinion may keep another from 
the snare. Broken and contrite hearts, and bit- 
ter tears, are often good medicine for our souls, 
and find acceptance at the throne of grace. 


Il. Human Conflicts as Described by James: 
James 3 and 4. 


1. Our whole world is in the midst of a ter- 
rific conflict today. It might be called, “The 
Battle of Tongues.” The tongue has tremen- 
dous power in our day, for we can hear it for a 
thousand miles! 


There are two kinds of tongues; one is set 
on fire from heaven; the other is set on fire 
from hell. The unbridled, unruly tongue is 
full of deadly poison. It is a little member of 
the body, but it boasts of great things. It is like 
the overturned lantern which is said to have set 
the city of Chicago on fire. It is hard to tame; 
harder than a lion or tiger or deadly serpent. 
The strange part is that the same tongue 
which is set ‘or fire from heaven may be set on 


fire from hell. It can sing the songs of Zion; 


it can also sing the songs of the brothel. It can 
speak softly and sweetly or it can cut like a 
whip. 


Only God can tame the tongue, and keep it 
tame. Such a tongue is the mark of a perfect 
man. Peter‘s tongue which denied the Lord was 
set on fire from heaven at Pentecost and was 
the means of bringing three thousand souls to 
Christ. Our tongues can be likewise transformed 
by His Grace and Power. | 


9. There are two kinds of Wisdom. One 
kind leads to a good life, the other kind is 
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earthly, sensual, devilish. The world is full of 
this latter sort of wisdom which comes from 
beneath, from the bottomless pit. The devil 
is cunning and shrewd, and he imparts his 
shrewdness, his “smartness” to his followers. Our 
number one criminals, our most fearful enemies 
of mankind, are not ignorant men and women, 
but those who have been “educated” in the 
ideologies of the “‘god of this world.”” He would 


like to “brain-wash” us all and fill our hearts 


and minds with this earthly, sensual, devilish 
wisdom, full of envy, strife and confusion, of 
which Communism is one example. Another 
example is the ‘““Narcotics Ring.” It takes brains 
of Satanic cunning to organize such a “Ring” 
which reaches into all the world, and is like an 
ugly octopus dragging our young people down 
to hell. | 


The wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy. Oh that our world might 
be permeated with this sort of wisdom! It can 
only be found in those who have been taught 
of God, and belong to the Body of Christ. I 
need not remind you that there is deadly con- 
flict between these two kinds of “‘wisdom.” 


3. There are two kinds of “lusts,” (pleasures 
or desires). There are the desires of the “flesh,” 
and there are the desires of the spirit. There 
is a conflict — an awful conflict — between 
the two. Paul uses the terms, “old man,” and 
“new man.” He describes this conflict very 
vividly in Romans, chapter seven, and then in 
chapter eight, he tells how we can have victory 
and peace and joy. We must yield ourselves to 
the Spirit, if we would conquer. 


4. There are two kinds of people; two atti- 
tudes. There are the proud and the humble. 
Pride and humility may struggle in the same 
heart and life. God resists the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble. Pride in the heart opens 
the door to the devil. If we humble ourselves 
in the sight of God, He will lift us up. To 
kneel at the cross and trust in His atoning 
blood, is to find salvation. To kneel before the 
throne of grace in humble reliance upon Him 
will bring comfort and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. 


In all these “Human Conflicts” let us look 
to the One alone Who can give us victory. The 


- Victorious Life is the radiant, Happy Life! 


“TI hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 

for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 9 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Who Ils A Christian? 


Suggested Devotional Outline: 
Hymn: “Am I A Soldier Of The Cross?” 
Prayer 
Scripture: I John 5:1-13 - 
Hymn: “Blessed Assurance; Jesus Is Mine” 
Offering 
Hymn: “I Am Thine, O Lord, I Have Heard 

Thy Voice” 


Leader’s Introduction: 

Who is a Christian? More to the point, are 
you a Christian? Am I a Christian? Are you 
sure that you have eternal life? Am I certain 
that I am a child of God? It may seem foolish 
to raise such questions among young people in 
a church organization, but the fact is that many 
church people are not at all sure about the 
answers to those questions. It is altogether 
possible to be a member of the church without 
having assurance that you are a Christian. 


One of the significant revelations coming out 
of the Billy Graham campaigns is that as high 
as sixty per cent of the decisions are made by 
church members. This indicates that many of 
the church members are very unsure about their 
spiritual standing. Spiritual life is so important 
and the alternative is so terrible, that we can- 
not afford to be uncertain about it. For this 
very reason we are always justified in asking, 
‘Are you a Christian?” and “Are you sure that 
you have eternal life?” 

John’s First Letter was written to meet this 
very problem we have been discussing. He 
stated the purpose of the letter in these words: 
“These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God; that 
ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that 
ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” 
I John 5:13. If we will read this book care- 
~ fully and apply its teachings to our lives, we 
can know for certain whether or not we have 
eternal life. Our first two speakers will outline 
for us two of the most important tests suggested 
in the letter. 


First Speaker: 
John says that a person who has eternal life 
is one who “walks in the light.” If you want to 
be sure that you are a Christian, then be sure 
to walk in the light. What does it mean to 
walk in the light? First of all, it involves know- 
ing the truth . . . the truth about ourselves and 
the truth about God. We know the truth about 
ourselves . . . that we are lost in our sins . 
when we see ourselves in the light of God’s 
righteousness. We know the truth about God 
when we come to know Him in the person of 
His Son, Jesus Christ. 
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-mittment to Christ. 


Walking in the light 


also involves believing the truth as it is revealed 
to us in the Bible and in Christ. It is not just 
a matter of receiving information, but of be- 
lieving it. That belief involves personal com- 
Having learned the truths 
that we are dead in our sins and that God loves 
us and gave His Son to save us, we must trust 
our lives to Him. We are not walking in the 
light unless we prove our faith in it by trusting 
our lives to it. : 


Second Speaker: 
John says that those who have eternal life 
should be like obedient children. As we walk 


in the light we come to know the will of God 


for our daily living, and we must obey it. Obedi- 
ence is a thing which can be easily observed. 
John says we are being obedient to the will of 
God, if we “walk in love.” The Bible tells us 
explicitly and demonstrates to us_ practically 
that “God is love.” This means that love char- 
acterizes the life of God. The life of God is a 
life of love. There is no eternal life except the 
life of God. If we have eternal life, it is because 
the life of God is in us. If we have the life of 
God in us, we will be loving, because He is love. 
Love is the distinguishing mark of a genuine 
Christian because it is a distinguishing mark of 
God. John says a person cannot be a possessor 
of eternal life unless he loves God, and that a 
person cannot love God without loving his 
brothers also. This is the second important test 
for proving our Christianity. 


Third Speaker: 

In the privacy of our own thinking let us 
submit ourselves to these two tests. Do we hon- 
estly walk in the light which God has given 
us? Do we truly love Him with heart, soul, 
mind, and strength, and our neighbors as our- 
selves? Let us hope that we can pass these tests 
in all fairness, but what if we find ourselves to 
fail. Is there any word in this letter for those 
who examine themselves and come to the con- 
clusion that they definitely do not have eternal 
life? This letter tells them that “God is love.” 
I John 4:8. We also read, ‘‘My little children, 
these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. 


_ And if any man sin, we have an advocate with 


the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he 
is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 
I John 2:1,2. “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9. 
If any person does not have eternal life, let him 
receive it now by trusting his life to the Son 
of God who loves us and gave Himself for us. 
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_-are allowed to exist. 


Women's S 


WHY I GO TO CHURCH 
For My Soul’s Sake— 


I go to church for my soul’s sake — for my 
spirit’s need. I am ever conscious of the im- 
portance of the church in my community, 1 
my land, and in the whole world where aeusalinn 
Without our churches we 
would revert to heathenism, hopelessness, and 
ruin. I need that wealth — I need knowledge 
of God’s Kingdom which we pray daily may 
come upon this earth. I go to church to gain 
that wealth and that knowledge. 


—A Poet from Texas 


I Want Strength for My Family— 


Man borrows much from God while on earth. 
God grant me the strength to return to Him 


those gifts through His Church that belong to 
God and not to me. When I walk to church © 


with my wife and three girls, I thank God for 
His Church built through the sacrifice of His 
Son. May God always allow us the honor to 
go to His church, and may the Holy Spirit walk 
with my girls all the days of their lives, that 
they may have His peace. 


——A South Carolina Merchant 


The Music of My Life— 


The church stands for common. worship. 
Then, too, the church stands for service. Be- 
lieving in service as the law of life, I want to 
be actively identified with her witness. If the 
music of my life is to be played as well as I 
can play it, I need to go constantly to the one 
place where I can learn to read the _ perfect 
score. | 
—A Tennessee College Professor 


I Can Face the Future— 


The older I grow, the more I saittiea that 
it is just as necessary to care for and nurture 
the spiritual side of my life as it is the physical 
side. In addition, the satisfaction in doing so 
far exceeds anything which the physical can af- 
ford. One of the most satisfying rewards of 
regular church attendance is that I find I can 


face the future with complete equanimity, be- 


cause I have absolute faith in the promises of 
the Bible, particularly in the Golden Text of 
the gospels - John 3:16. 


—A Chemical Engineer 
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Because I Belong There— 


I believe that God wants us to stand together 
in His name in His House of Worship. I am 
rewarded many times over for my humble part 
in worshiping Him. I find in the church com- 
fort and such solace as come to me from no other 
source. I seek and obtain His guidance there. 
I shed my troubles there. I meet my brothers 
there because I am at home. Yes, I go to church 
because I belong there. 


—A State Governor 


I Make Public Acknowledgement— 


I recognize my complete dependence on God. 
I am too human to avoid a deep desire for 
the well-being of my loved ones and myself, and 
I know that these things depend upon His 
sufferance and assistance. 

I go to church to make public acknowledge- 
ment of these personal beliefs and to worship 
God in the company of others of like mind. 


—Another State Governor 


I Find It Makes Life Noble— 


I consider the church my best friend because 
it glamorizes the present and glorifies the future. 
It constantly reminds me of the dignity of man | 
and of his labor. It makes eminently worth- 
while every decent thing I do; it holds forth 
the promise of fulfillment of immortality. 


—A Prominent Writer and Journalist 


I Find Companionship— 


Being in the Church all my life, I find a 
companionship and peace of mind in the 
serenity of a church service. I feel that with all 


the blessings God has bestowed upon me, cer- — 


tainly I should attend His Church and show my 


love and appreciation for all He has done. 


—A Young Person 
From TIDINGS 


The Churches Give Wings to the Word 


To American Indians, migrants and other 
groups who are reached by the national distri- 
bution office and supplied with inexpensive 
Scriptures. The Navajo New Testament will be 
available in 1956. 


To the Middle East from Aegean Sea to head- 
waters of the Nile the Society distributes Scrip- 
tures in 34: languages. 65,000 New Testaments 
are distributed annually to Armed Forces in 
Greece. Circulation in Iraq increased almost 
100% in 1955. Poverty of the masses requires 
large subsidies to keep selling prices within 
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In Israel 
the Scriptures in Hebrew will probably need 


reach of the average countryman. 
to be printed locally. The Society will furnish 
the stock and plates. 


To Europe where 150 tons of paper were 
sent to East Germany for Bibles; 50 tons to 
Hungary. 20,000 refugees per month are still 
pouring into West Germany. 


To Africa where the Bible Society is follow- 
ing the millions who are on the move. The 
new Liberia office provided 19,000 volumes in 
1955. 


To Asia where the great new factor is literacy. 
10,000,000 people a year are learning to read. 
The new colloquial Kogotai Bible was released 
in Japan in April, 1955. More than 75,000 copies 
had been sold by the end of the year. The Scrip- 
tures are distributed in more than 20 languages 
in the Philippines. In Korea the Bible Society 
again functions rather normally. 20 million 


Chinese living outside the China mainland are 


open to the Gospel. 


And Yet There is Much to do! Despite the 
efforts of our American Bible Society working 
in cooperation with 24 other national Bible 


Societies there are still millions who wait for 
the Word of God. 


‘ In Japan, where a missionary edition of the 
colloquial Bible is needed to meet the needs of 
students, farmers, and other low-income groups. 


In Hong Kong, where large numbers of refu- 
gees need the Scriptures. 


In Southeast Asia, where the Scripture needs 
of 20 million refugee Chinese are largely unmet. 


In India, where the number of new literates 
is increasing daily, and where the Bible must 
be their first book. 


In Europe, where the supply of paper will © 


make Bible publishing possible in Eastern Eu- 
ropean countries. 


In the Middle East, where Scripture distribu- 
tion to military forces, prison inmates, and Arab 
refugees is a pressing opportunity. 


In Latin America, where the evangelical 
churches are cooperating whole-heartedly in 
Scripture distribution and where the increasing 
demand for Scriptures must be heeded. 


You and Your Church Can Help — Mindful 
of the great need, the Advisory Council of 1955 
unanimously adopted a report which said in 
part: “We call attention to the fact that the 
American Bible Society is related to the denom- 
inations in a unique manner and is in a real 
sense the agency of the denominations in the 
task of translating, publishing, and distributing 
God’s Word. We recognize, also, the indis- 
pensable service which the Society renders to 
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the denominations in their respective missionary 
tasks. We recognize that, if the churches were 
to do this work individually, the costs would 
be immeasurably higher. Hence, we acknowledge 
the responsibility of the denominations in sup- 
porting the Society and in accepting the in- 
creases which come in the budget of the Society 
due to emergency needs and expanded program.’ 


—From The American Bible Society. 
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Search The Scriptures 


“Tet us search and try our ways and t turn again 


to the Lord.” 


If you desire knowledge, if you would like to 
grasp the full meaning of Christianity, go to the 
Bible. Read it chapter by chapter and mark each 
verse of interest. Eventually you will be able to 
answer most of your own questions. You will go 
back to certain passages over and over and years 
from now they will be as fresh and as powerful 
as on th: day you discovered them. 


There are thousands of verses with messages in 
them for men upon every subject. Whole chapters 
and whole books will appeal to you. No one has 
been able to consume and absorb the Bible; it will 
take more than a life-time of serious and detailed 
study. Select subjects you like—Faith, Prayer, Sin 
—and with the aid of a concordance enjoy hours 
of worship. 


God speaks to man through His Word and the 
greatest blessing you can receive will come through 
a careful and prayerful study of His Word. I 
recommend a seven-year course in the Bible, verse 
by verse. 


Ralph Brewer 


Church News 


Montreat — Richard M. Nixon, vice president 
of the United States, was highlight speaker at the 
Men’s Conference of the Synod of Appalachia held 
here August 4 and 5. The vice president, a Quaker, 
was introduced by evangelist Billy Graham whose 
home is in Montreat. 


Nixon addressed the conference at the Sunday 
morning service in Anderson Auditorium. In his 
address to the Presbyterians, Nixon urged that 
churches and “men of God’ take their influence 
to areas “‘where political policy and moral ideals 
converge.” In his message he appealed for Chris- 
tian influences in the areas of world peace, labor- 
management, and race relations. 


Also on Sunday, new officers of the Synod’s 
Men’s Council were installed. 


Saturday morning the conference opened with 


an address by Herbert H. McCampbell, Jr., Knox- 
ville, Tenn., attorney, and elder in the First Pres- 
byterian Church there. 
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‘Director of Field Work. 


Later Saturday three seminars were held: ‘‘Stew- 
ardship,” led by Ennis Jackson from Gastonia, 
N. C.; ‘‘Visitation Evangelism,”’ led by S. H. Mc- 
Call, Jr., president of the Men’s Council of Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery; and “Good Programs for 
Men,”’ led by the Rev. I. M. Ellis, regional director 
of Re a gg Education for the Synod of Appa- 
lachia. 


Saturday evening the Appalachia men heard 


an address by Dr. W. G. Neville, missionary from- 


Garanhuns, Pernambuco, Brazil, now in the States 
on a year’s furlough. Dr. Neville spoke at a ban- 
quet at the Assembly Inn. 


Some 400 attended the conference which ad- 


journed Sunday afternoon. Theme under consid- 
eration during the two-day meeting was “Man’s 
Place in the Household of God.” 


2 GEORGIA 
Atlanta — The Rev. Stuart Dickson Currie, 


formerly pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Ful- | 


ton, Mo., and now completing doctoral studies in 
Emory University’s Institute of the Liberal Arts 
here, has accepted a call to become professor of 
Bible at Queens College, Charlotte, N. C. 


Mr. Currie announced August 4 that he has 


accepted the Queens professorship which was of- © 


fered through Dr. Edwin Walker, president of the 
Presbyterian girls’ school. He will move his family 
to Charlotte before September 1. 


The son of the late Dr. Thomas W. Currie who | 


was president of Austin Theological Seminary, Aus- 
tin, Tex., Mr. Currie has two brothers who are 
Presbyterian ministers, and a sister who is asso- 
ciate in Youth Work in the Board of Christian 
Education. These are Dr. Tom Currie, Jr., of Bel- 
laire, Texas, the Rev. David M. Currie of Texas 
a Texas, and Miss Bettie Currie of Richmond, 
a. 


Mr. Currie is a graduate of the University of 
Texas and Austin Seminary, and has done graduate 
work at Union Seminary, New York, in addition to 
the doctoral studies at Emory. Mr. Currie served 
as pastor of First Church, Haskell, Texas, and at 
First Church, Taylor, Texas, before going to Ful- 
ton, Missouri, in 1949. He has been a member of 
the Board of Trustees of Louisville Seminary, and 
stated clerk of the Presbytery of Missouri. 


Decatur — Announcement was made some 
months ago by Columbia Theological Seminary that 
Dr. Cecil A. Thompson had been granted sabbatic 
leave for special study during the coming year, and 
that he would not be on the campus to serve as 
Because suitable assist- 
ance in that department has not yet been found, 
Dr. Thompson has consented to postpone his leave 
of absence and to serve throughout the fall in 
supervising the field work of students. It is hoped 
that he will be able to go forward with his pro- 
jected program of study later in the year. In the 
meanwhile, and until further notice, communica- 
tions concerning field work by Columbia Seminary 
Students should be addressed to Dr. Thompson as 


in the past. 


Saving The Christian Sabbath 


New York — The Lord’s Day Alliance of the 
United States has launched a campaign to give an 
effective Christian witness to the individual mem- 
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bers of the 48 state legislatures and to the mem- 
bers of the Congress of the United States. 


According to the general secretary of the Lord’s 
Day Alliance, the Rev. Melvin M. Forney, this is 
the first time that a concerted drive has been made 
to give the legislators of our nation the Christian 
position on moral legislation. Mr. Forney said that 
“the liquor interests, the gambling promoters, the 
publishers of lewd magazines and books and those 
who would destroy the Lord’s Day are constantly 
bombarding the legislators with propaganda ad- 
vancing their particular cause.” 


The plan of the Alliance calls for the publica- 
tion of a paper, entitled, ‘““The Other Side of the 
News,” which will present the facts as they exist 
in our country today and will urge the adoption 
of good, strong moral and Sunday legislation. 


Letters have been sent to outstanding Christian 
leaders in each of the 48 states requesting them to 
serve as representatives of the Lord’s Day Alliance 
of the United States in their respective common- 
wealths. Early acceptances to the invitations have 
come from fifteen of these, including North Caro- 
lina, represented by Rev. C. Grier Davis, D.D., 
of Asheville First. 


The general secretary of the Lord’s Day Alliance 
said that “the time has come for the Christian 
Church to express itself in the legislative programs 
of the various states so that the high moral and 
spiritual tone, which was at the foundation of 
America’s success, may be maintained throughout 
our nation.”’ 


EXPOSITORY OUTLINES ON THE WHOLE 
BIBLE. Charles Simeon. Zondervan Publishing 
House. $3.95 per volume. 


Vol. I—Genesis - Leviticus 
Vol. II—Numbers’- Joshua 
Vol. II—Judges - II Kings 
Vol. IV—lI Chronicles - Jgb 
Vol. V—Psalms 1 - 72 
Vol. ViI—Psalms 72 - 150 
Vol. XXI—Revelation 


Charles Simeon had a passion to state in the 
most simple and edifying language the divine truth 
of the Scriptures. He prepared these expositions as 
a service to the Church of Christ and especially to 
lead the minds of younger ministers into the riches 
of expository preaching. Describing his own method, 
Simeon said, ‘“‘As far as was in my power I have 
endeavored to unfold the most important and in- 
structive parts of Holy Writ, such references to 
Scripture as should leave no reasonable doubt of 
its accordance with the mind of the Spirit of God. 


HELP US GET NEW SUBSCRIBERS 


Any Book listed on page 20 will be sent you 
free and postpaid as an award for one New 
Subscription sent us before September Ist. Earn 
as many books as you will send in new 
subscriptions. 
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In every one of the Discourses also I have so . 


clearly marked the method that the entire scope of 
the passage may be seen with the glance of an 
eye; and the young minister may be able to prose- 
cute his work with ease according to his own judg- 
ment making no other use of what is contained 
within the brackets than to enlarge or confirm 
his own views of the subject.’’ Young ministers 
are shown how to introduce, divide, discuss, and 
apply all Biblical subjects. More experienced min- 
isters will also profit by the methodology of these 
expositions. 


All of these expositions have been subjected to 
three tests. The author has consistently kept in 
mind these questions for testing the validity of 
his own work. Does this interpretation tend to 
humble the sinner? Does this interpretation tend 
to exalt the Saviour? Does this interpretation tend 
to promote holiness? These questions have been 
applied to the general scope and tendency of the 
expositions. 


_ The author is exceptionally talented in vindicat- 
ing the great doctrines of salvation by grace 
through faith in Christ. He has studied the Bible 
objectively to ascertain the way of salvation and 
then to express it in clear and simple language for 
the benefit of those who read his writings. In 
preparing the first volume, he writes, “The author 
feels it impossible to repeat too often or avow too 
distinctly that it is an invariable rule with him to 
endeavor to give to every portion of the Word 
of God its full and proper force without consider- 
ing one moment what scheme it favors or whose 
system it is likely to advance. Where the Inspired 
Writers speak in unqualified terms he thinks him- 
self at liberty to do the same; judging, that they 
needed no instruction from him how to propagate 
the truth. He is content to sit as a learner at the 
feet of the holy Apostles, and has not an ambition 
to teach them how they ought to have spoken... . 
He wishes much that the practice of expounding 
the Scriptures which obtained so generally and 
with such beneficial effects at the time of the 
Reformation were revived. He has in his present 
work introduced many Discourses constructed upon 
this model; and he cannot but earnestly reeommend 
to his Younger Brethren in the Ministry, especially 
those who preach three times in the week to re- 
serve at least one of these seasons for exposition.” 


Zondervan Publishing Company is to bé com- 
mended for the fine work it has done in making 
this work available in large, readable type and also 
for the attractive format. Here is Biblical scholar- 
ship at its best. The preacher as well as the Bible 
school teacher will find here an exhaustless wealth 
of material to help in presenting the teachings of 
Scripture in a fresh and interesting manner. Dr. 
Harold J. Ockenga, one of the finest of present- 
day expositors of Scriptures, does not exaggerate 
when he writes concerning the Expository Outlines 
of the Whole Bible by Simeon: “Simeon is the 
finest example of expository preaching I have yet 
discovered. . . . The perfect illustration of exposi- 
tory preaching at its best.” 


HELP US GET NEW SUBSCRIBERS 


Any Book listed on Page 20 will be sent you 
free and postpaid as an award for one New 
Subscription sent us before September Ist. Earn 
as many books as you will send in new 
subscriptions. 


Send for Sample Copies. Free and Postpaid. 
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WHAT THEY BELIEVE. G. Edwin Covington. 
Philosophical Library. $4.50. 


In this volume the author writes his analysis 
of the replies to a questionnaire setting forth the 
religious and ethical concepts of more than 800 
young people between 16 and 238 years of age. 


These young people represent a cross-section of | 


various cultural and economic levels. 


The study reveals a correlation of faith to the 
traditional Judaeo-Christian theological dogma un- 
der the impact of modern thought. According to 
the author, the trend of faith among modern youth 
moves toward enlightened humanism. The author’s 
findings are the opposite of the reviewer’s experi- 
ences. This book might be of some value for 
workers among groups of college students, but it 
should be read with discrimination. a OS 


CURRENT PROBLEMS IN RELIGION. Hermon 
F. Bell. Philosophical Library. $10.00. 


The author discusses in this volume such basic 


‘problems as, “Shall man live again?” “Beliefs and 


Disbeliefs,” “How Can The Old and New Theology 
Live Together?” The valuable part of the book 
is the supplement that consists of an extensive 
anthology of selective religious readings. 


The author’s personal theological position is that 
of humanism. He holds to the view that dogmas 
and creeds are road blocks to progress. He affirms 
that “‘no fixed, no final, creed is accepted; and 
tests or examinations as to agreement with official 
church decisions are completely out of order, both 
as respects members or communicants, and espe- 
cially ministers or clergy. The writer counts him- 
self happy to be free, absolutely free, of such 
entanglements. This in the writer’s opinion puts 
him in a unique and much preferred position.” 


In a day when the soul of man is seeking a solid 
foundation on which to rest, the author’s views are 
void of help. The main value in this volume is 
to be found in the selections quoted from literary 
and religious classics. 


THE WORLD’S GREATEST NAME. Charles 
J. Rolls. Zondervan. $2.50. 


Continuing the monumental task he began in 
“The Indescribable Christ”? Dr. Rolls here presents 
the stirring series of messages on the titles of 
Christ which reflect His greatness. This series of 
messages reflects the glory of Christ as the “Head 
of the Church” as the great ‘‘I AM’ presented 
throughout the Old and New Testaments. The 
author discusses the wonderful name of Jesus in 
the depths of meaning which lie behind the glori- 
ous word. These studies will appeal not only to 


mature Christians but to those who are young in 


Christ as well. 


THE VALLEY OF SILENCE. Compiled by Jack 
Shuler. Zondervan Publishing Co. $2.50. 


In this volume Jack Shuler has selected 94 poems 
which he considers to be his favorites culled from 
Christian literature. Each poem conveys messages 
on faith, hope, and love. They speak to the home, 
the church, and the individual. Some of them are 
beautifully expressed prayers. The Christian will 
find here poems for every occasion, every need, 
and every mood. They can be used effectively in 
sermons or addresses. Each of these poems will 
entertain and inspire. 
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Your Sunday School Deserves the BEST! 


Investigate Standard 


TRUE-T0-THE-BIBLE -Ccerature 


Standard provides an effective combination of attractive, 

colorful, true-to-the-Bible literature for every Sunday. 
School. There’s a choice of lessons, Uniform and Graded, 

for every age group from Nursery to Adult, plus vitally 

interesting weekly papers. . . . Also a quarterly maga- 

zine designed to link more closely the home with 

the church. 


Your classes deserve the very best—give them Standard 
true-to-the-Bible literature. Use coupon to send for 
samples today. 


— O For Primary Classes Address . eee eee eeeeeneee? 
Nursery Junior Life : 
Beginners Straight (Teen-age) City ........-- 
O C) Primary [] The Lookout (Adult) 
0 Junior State eces 
HOME MAGAZINE 
Young People Church and Home 
[] Adult [] Catalog* 


At Your Bookstore Or 


STANDARD PUBLISHING 


Cincinnati 31, Ohio 


_ LUKE THE PHYSICIAN. William M. Ramsey. 
Baker Book House. $4.50. 


This book consists of a series of studies in the 
history of religion by the noted archeologist, Sir 
William M. Ramsey. The volume takes its title 
from the first of these studies. There are twelve 
studies in all. The author discusses such subjects 
as “The Oldest Written Gospel,” “The Morning 
Star and the Chronology of Christ,” “St. Paul’s 
Use of Metaphors Drawn from Greek and Roman 
Life,” and “The Date and Authorship of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews.’ Ramsey’s studies are always 
challenging and instructive. Those included in this 
book are no exception. 


THE SECRET OF THE UNIVERSE, MAN AND 
MATTER, by Nathan R. Wood. Tenth Edition. 
W. B. Eerdmans. Price $2.50. 


AUGUST 29, 1956 


This is a reprint of a book first issued over 
twenty vears ago. The fact that it has gone through 
so many editions is itself a strong proof of the un- 
usual quality of the book. 


It is unique in the simple way it deals with a 
profound subject. 


The secret in the universe is God Himself in His 
Triune nature. The author shows in a truly mar- 
velous way how everything in the universe is 
stamped with the seal of God’s Triunity. It is the 
best treatise on the Trinity that I have ever read. 


The only way to appreciate this book is to get 


it and read it over and over again. It gives one 
a new conception of God and His universe. 


Martin A. Hopkins 
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